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Genesis xxiii. 1 6. 

And Abraham weighed to Efhronthe Sil- 
ver which he had named , in the audi- 
ence of the Sons of Heth } four hundred 
zvehgls of Silver y currant Money with 
the Merchant . 

A Fter a generous Cornell betwix t E- 
phron the Hittite , offering freely as a 
Gift the Cave of Machpelah , and Abra- 
ham handfomly refufing fo to take it, but de- 
firing earneftly to purchafe it for a pofejfionof a 
burying place amojigfl themes, an appointed Price, 
it was agreed, That he ihould pay Four hun- 
dred Shekels of Silver for it. And Mofes tells 
us in the Text, That Abraham weighed to E- 
phron , 5cc. Of which Words, the Ufe that I 
intend to make, at prefent, will be this, to take 
occafion from them to confider. Fir ft. The 
UfeandNeceflity of Money to the carrying on 
the Trade and Commerce of the World. Se- 
condly , The Mifchiefs of corrupting and deba- 
fing Money, the coining of bad Metal, or the 
° B clipping 
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clippingandftealing from good. Thirdly , The 
Pveafonablenefs and Juflice of the Laws that 
punilh fuch Offenders . 

- Fir ft. Of the Ufc and Ncceflity of Money 
to the carrying on the Trade and Commerce 
of the World. 

Men finding it/at firft, impoflible. to fub/ift 
of themfelves, and by the Immediate Prodinft 
of their own Labours, were conftrain’d to have 
recourfe to one another, to fupply their Wants: 
They carried whatthey had the greateft plenty 
or, and belt could fpare, to purchafe what they 
needed moft , at another’s Hands 5 who gave 
tr’em what they came for, in confident tion of 
what they brought, ; if he found it valuable 
, ^ 2 :t! , Poet's, ..or ufeful: to himfelf 
f I V- 5 Y as > disagreed, the way Men took at 
li2 iy ,n r ^ c Infancy of Time and Trade,- to fur- 
■ ‘^delves with the Neceflaries, and fpnoe 
iT. l ‘ j L of Life, by Bartering and 



' * - anctiing one Commodity for another. 

,1 non 1S ^ ^ Ibtind to be vcryinconvcniei.., 
u !, , e ^ cc °nnt ofits -being difficult to agree 

& ^T iCC -and Value at what each had i, 



^ emu V^clLtiC livJi 

and lofing oftentimes their Pains and 
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•Labour, by reafon that no one wanted what 
they brought, nor would exchange, unlefsthey 
would part with it, to their great lofs. And 
therefore, to prevent thefe Inconveniencies, it 
was agreed upon ( we know not when, nor 
bow, exactly) that fomething Ihould be us’d 
in common by them all, with which they 
Ihould be able to purchafe every thing 'they 
wanted, from another 5 and by which they 
might rate and value all things that they had 
themfelves: Tofet up (in a word) fome one 
particular thing, to be the common Meafure 
of the Worth and Price of every thing befides : 
And this was to be fomething that was portable, 
for cafe and convenience 3 fomething durable , 
that it might not by conftant ufe wear foon a- 
way 5 and fomething not over-fcarce, nor over- 
common 5 and fomething, ladly, that was 
beautiful. All thefe Qualities concurring in 
Metals, fuch as Brafs and Copper, Silver and 
Gold, they were each of them pitched upon, 
by feveral Nations, according to the Plenty, or 
the Scarcity they had of them, to ferve to all 
the above-nam’d Purpofes : And this great thing 
thatwas to counterbalance, and (as the Preacher 
fays it does, Ecclef. x. ip.) to a?ifwer all things 
elfe, was what we. now call Money. 

B 2 How 
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How long this thing has been in practice in 
the World, is of no great Ufe to enquire 5 the 
mention of it in the Text, is older than we can 
find in any Book befides, by- at leaft Seven hun- 
dred Years, and yet there is no doubt but Mo- 
ney was us’d before the Days of Abraham. But 
what js to our purpofe to obferve, is, That it 
was valued both by Buyer and Seller, accord- 
ing to ksWeight^ and all theAloney that was 
received, Was hid; weighed, as being the only 
means to remedy the former Inconveniencies 5 
for by this, a Man was furc, that he received 
fo much Money as he rated his Goods at, and 
with which he might purchafe as much of what 
he wanted, as he could have had in exchange 
* or 1IS Goods, without the trouble and ha- 
zard or carrying them up and down. For 

-Sr S t ^ 1C common Pawn or Pledge, that 
one Man tak.es, in hopes of parting with it 

f° ai £ cr > ^ or what he wants, whenever he 
ecs nt. But this could never be, unlefs its 
weight were certain and determin’d. Itisthere- 
orc Luc, that weight is Mens fecurity, and the 
me intunfick worth of Money. 

i Ut occa ufe it was too troublefome^ and 
, U f ^ 00 muc h time, to carry Scales, and 

& whatever they receiv’d, Men found it 
’ con- 
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convenient to have a Stamp or Mar 4 fet upon 
every Piece, to fignifie its weight and value 3 
bywhich Men knew what they receiv’d or 
paid away, with little or no trouble. 

Yet fomething ftill was wanting to fecure 
the truth of Payments : Men might be frau- 
dulent and falfe, and bring their Money, 
truly Mark’d and Stamp’d, and of a juft 
Weight, but of fomewhat a bafer Metal, and 
more alloy than it fhould truly be 5 by which 
a Trader fhould receive as much for quantity 
and denomination as he ought, but not of 
equal finenefs and goodnefs with the current 
Coin. To guard Men therefore againft all 
thefe Mifchiefs, and to keep them from doing 
and receiving Injuries, and from impoling 
one upon another, and to fecure Trade, it 
was judged abfolutely neceffary to intruft the 
Kings and Governours of Nations with the. 
Care and Charge of Coining all the ' Public k 
Money. For who are fo fit as they, who are 
prefum’d to be the Fathers of their People, the 
Men of greateft Honour and Integrity, who 
are the rnoft concern’d, and have the molt to 
win or lofe, and who are appointed and let 
uo by God and Man, for no other end and 
purpo-fe than to confult, procure, and con- 
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fcr ve the general Good of their refpect]^- 
pcopk : Who are lb fit as they to have t]y^ 
Charge committed to them, that is of ft lQ ^ 
Importance, and fo univerfal a concern ? $ * 
that now we have the Publick Faith and C 0| ^ 
fciencc, Intereft and Honour, all engag’d 
fecure to the Receiver the Weight and Finen e y 
of every fingle Piece of Money. The He a ^ 
of Princes are not only damp’d for Ornamerf 
and Honour, and to declare who are and hav * 
been Governours of fuch a Nation, but 
lickly to vouch the true intrinfick worth 0 y 
every Piece, and tell Men that they there rc ' 
ceive fo much Silver, and of fuch a fmehef s ' 
and that that Image warrants it : And for this 
caufeit has been always highly Penal to Con n 
terfeit the Publick Stamp, and to Coin Money 
tho’ of equal Weight and Goodnels with th^ 
King’s : Not that any great evil is hereby don~ 
to any Man, but that if this were indulg’d to 
private People, the World would fall again 
into diftiuft and fear, into fufpicion and un- 
certainty about their Money, and return anew 
to weighing and trying all they took. 

This is the Ihort Account and Hiftory of 
Money Neceflity (which grows continually 
and will do fo to the World's end ) hrft in- 
troduc’d 
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troduc’d the ufe of it 5 and it could not be 
ufefiil but by being the common Standard 
and Meaftire of the Price and Worth of every 
thing befidcs 3 and it could not be this, but 
by being of fuch a certain and determined 
W eight and Finenefs 5 and of this we could 
not be fecure, without much Pains and Trou- 
ble, but by entrufting the Coinage of it to 
Kings, and fuch as they Commilfionate and 
Appoint, to fee that the Commonwealth re- 
ceive no dammage. 

We are now in the Second Place , to Ufe the II- 
Mifchiefs of corrupting and debaling Money, 
the Coining bad Metal, and the Clipping and 
Stealing from good. 

The Coining even of good Metal and full 
Weight, is (we have Ken above ) of ill Ex- 
ample, and of ill Confequence, when done 
by Private People, and without Authority, be- 
caufe it lays the way open to Deceit and Fraud, 
and takes away the Trull and Security Men 
have in the Princes faithful andhondt dealing 
with them, and brings them again to a date 
of jealoulie and caution each of one another, 

But, to be fare, the Coining of bad Metal, 
mud be mifehievGus : Juft fo much Mifchief 
and Injury rnuft needs be done to every in_ 

dividual 
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dividual Man that takes it, as there is wanting 
of the ufual Weight and Finencfs in each f ingle 
Piece. Suppofe, for inffance, Men fhould mix 
one third of bafer Metal with their Silver, and 
put it off for good and true, and fuch as it 
pretends to be 5 ’tis manifcfl, that every one 
receiving fuch a Piece would be impos’d upon, 
and lofe one third of what he ought to have : 
For thePublick Faith engages, that every Man 
receiving a Piece of fuch a Mark and Deno- 
mination, fhall receive in it fo much Silver, 
and of fuch a Finenefs 5 and here a Man, re- 
ceives but Twenty Pence for Half a Crown, 
whofe Stamp proclaims it is to go Pot Thirty. 
The Cafe indeed is not fo well as I put it, for 
who Coin falfe Money, give us neither 
a fifth nor fixth part of good Silver 5 and all 
that is wanting is fo much Cheat and real 
j!)! ur y : S° that that impudent Demand of 
who is hereby wronged ? can find no Place 5 for 
every one is wronged that takes this Money 
an every one is actually a lofer more or lefs, 
7 Kafon it quickly flops, and is not currant: 
etc eveiy body fees and feels the Injury ; and 
it it falls upon the Poor and Labouring Man, 
he lofes, it may be his Day’s Work, and the 
family its Subfiftence and Provifion : But I 
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put the Cafe fo fair, that 1 may not multiply 
particulars, but joyn the Clipping of good Mo- 
ney with the Coining of bad, and mixing bafer 
Metal with Silver : For if Hall a Crown be 
Clip’d to Twctity Pence, it is equal to Half a 
Crown not Clip’d, that has but Twenty Pence of 
Silver in it. And the Injury to Private People 
is the fame,* and therefore I confider them as 
one and the lame Offence, in that they both 
alike defraud the Receiver of what is his due; 
for there the Injnftice lies : that is the Sin at the 
bottom ; there is fo much ftollen from every 
Manas there is lefs given him than he fhould 
receive. 

And this-adminifters occafion to People, either 
Strangers or Natives, to cheat us even with true 
Silver; for they may fecretly Coin us (as’tis 
probable they do ) a great deal of true Silver, 
but not of fuli Weight, and putting it off under 
the fhelter of Clip’d Money, do gain thereby at 
feaft one third. Now no one gains but what 
another loles in fuch Bargains. By this the 
Foreigners ( that are but dexterous and will ven- 
ture) have opportunity of purchafing what Com- 
modities they pleale, and paying us with little Mo- 
ney, for which they muflotherwife (were there 
no Money Clip’d ) give us good Silver, and 

C full 
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full Weight, either of theirs, or our own Coin. 

Thus Clipping lays us open to the Cheats 
and Injuries of all the World, as well as of our 
own People. I do not fay that Strangers do> 
but that they may improve the Villany and In- 
juftice of our own Clippers, to their own Ad- 
vantage, and to our farther Milchiefs and his a 
wonder if they do not : For it is not very likely 
that one Nation Ihould raife the Value of its 
Money above its true intrinfick worth ( which 
is indeed its Weight and Finenels) but that its 
Neighbours will have fome advantage by it, by 
Importing Money of the like Weight with that 
which goes Currant. Now the palling of Mo- 
ney Clip’d, for Money of juft Weight, is, in 
eftoft and truth, railing our Money, and makino* 
that to go for Thirty Pence, which is indeed but 
worth Twenty. And therefore there is, at leaft, 
fome hazard of Foreigners Coining and Import- 
ing Money of ecjual Weight and Finenefs with 
our own, which cannot polfibly be done, with- 
out our great prejudice : Nov/ this could ne- 
ver come to pals without our Clipping, for that 
alone it is that gives them opportunity ; that is 
the Handle they may take their hold of : And if 
we do not fee Money of this kind pals com- 
monly about, it is no Argument that there 

is 
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is none Imported from abroad, nor Coin’d at 
home, for a little Art is fufficicnt (they fay) to 
cover that deceit, and make it pafs For old. 

Well, but the Money paffes mil for good and 
currant Coin, and where is then the Mifchief * 
a little Shilling buys as much as a great one, 
and the Name and Character of Pieces are as 
good a Standard and Mealure of the Price and 
Worth of all things elle, as if they were full 
Weight, and anfwefd to their Name and Cha- 
ra<5ler ; and therefore where is the Offence and 
Injury ? Who is hereby wronged ? This in- 
deed is the laft refort of all the Patrons of this 
Practice ; the Refuge to which the Guilty fly 
themfelves, and the conflderation that ftirs the 
Peoples pitty at their Sufferings ; they think that 
hereby none is Injur’d, but this is a miftake, for 
every one is Injur’d more or lefs by Clipping. 

The Merchant that Exports lels Goods from 
home, than he Imports from abroad, muff un- 
avoidably difcharge the over-ballance with good 
Money ; this he can never do with Clip d,foi it is 
not Char's Face and Titles, but Weight and Good- 
nefs that procure Credit : And if a Foreigner 
Import more of his Country Goods than he 
carries away of ours, the over-ballance muff be 
paid in weighty Money, for the Clip’d will not 
' . C 2 gO 
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go abroad : Now, if the Exportation of our 
weighty Money ( which is only now the Mi/ld) 
be a Mifchief to the Nation, we fee ic is occafion'd 
chiefly by the Clipping: for if the Old were of 
the fame due Weight with the New ( as it is 
before thefe Thieves fteal from it} the New 
and Old would be Exported alike ; and then 
the Complaint would only be of the Exportati- 
on of Money in general ,* which whether it be 
Good or Evil to a Nation, I have nothing to 
fay: Only one cannot help ieeing, that as there 
is Laiv on one fide, fo there is unavoidable AV 
ceffity on the other, if we Import more Foreign 
Goods than we carry out of our own Kingdom. 
I am only concern’d to fay, that ir Exporting 
cur New-Money be a Mifchief, it is owing efpe- 
cially to the Clipping of the Old } and- that there- 
fore Clipping is Injurious. And if we do not 
give thele Foreigners our weighty Money in ex- 
change for their Commodities, becaule we can- 
not get it, yet we muft give them Goods pro- 
portionally more or better ; They will not be 
Lofers by our Clipping : They will either con- 
tract for Money of full Weight (if they be to carry 
Money home, or to another Trading Country) or 
for proportionable allowance, in the Goods they 
take for what they bring. And what is the con- 
fluence 



A 'Sermon againjl Clipping, - ' 13 

lequence of a Merchant’s paying more for what 
he buys of a Foreigner, but that he will ask a 
better Price of the Retailer ? And the Confecjuence 
of that muft needs be, that every one that buys 
mult make amends for the Defeat of clip’d Mo- 
ney. And thus the Injury is univerlal ; all that 
con (lime Commodities of Foreign growth or 
make, arc affected more oriels by this fit'ft Injury > 
but becaufe the Mifchief is io general, and dif- 
fus’d, andatfuch diftanceand remove, Men eh 
ther think not at all, or but (lightly or it. . 

An Inftance, it may be, will make the Matter 
plain to every one. Suppofe then that a Foreigner 
import (and it is the lame thing as ii we fetch d) 
from abroad, Goods to the value of Thirty thou- 
fand Pounds ; but it is Silver only, and not Goods 
that he will have in exchange for what he brings : 

You are therefore fure, that he means not I hirty, 
thoufand Pounds in clip’d Money, for that ne lees 
is no more worth than Twenty ^ and yo.« mi) 
call it how, or what you pleafe, at home, but it is 
not, as the Text exprelfes it, Money currm with the 
Merchant; i. c, with one that Trades a ioac,un 
lei's it be of full Weight. The Commerce there, 
fore is at an end, unlefs you can procure him lu 
Money i which being impolTible, (we may wel 
eiiQu°h fuppofe it fo, for lo it will fhorttf e, 
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without all perad venture) it mud be made up of 
the clip’d, and then he receives what is but as 
Thirty to him, but it rtiay be very near Forty from 
us. And who mud make up this, but we that buy 
thefe Goods at lecond, or third, or farther hand ? 
The Merchant will not fell that for Thirty which 
cod him Forty, we may befure ; and therefore it 
is evident, to a Demonftration, That every one 
pays proportionably more for what he buys, by 
reafon of Clipping, and therefore every one is 
cheated by it, and cheated conftantly, altho’ he 
mind not the particulars. 

This Evil is indeed avoided, where Foreginers 
will take our clip’d Money, in alfutance of putting 
it off again, for Goods they want to carry home ; 
but it is only avoided for the prefent ; the Nati- 
on will unquestionably feel it, ere long, to their 
great Smart ,• the Punifhment is indeed deferr’d, 
but evety one knows that that is no acquittance. 

Suppofe a -little farther, That a Company of 
ill-deligning People Should buy up all the Plate 
in London, and pay for it in clip’d Money : The 
Goldfmiths will by thefe means give more away 
than they receive, by at lead one third of Ster- 
ling Silver. This opens the way to their prodi- 
gious Io is, for if the Money ihould be call’d in 
then, (and why not then, as well as any time af- 
ter 
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ter or befides ? ) they mud; undoubtedly be lo- 
fers fo much by it ; and why fhould any Body 
of Men be fo expos’d to Ruine, by fuch Vil- 
lany? Well, but they are content to Traffick 
at this Rate ,• yes, and fo mud every one be* 
fides, by a ftrongNeceflity ; but it is (till in hopes 
that they (hall pafs away what they receive, at 
the fame Price : But will not this Hope perilh 
fometime or other? Yes, unqueftiouably, but 
becaufe we know not when, we do not value it. 

But is not Clipping, notwithftanding this un- 
certainty of Time, an injury and piece Ol Theft? 
Becaufe we do not feel at prefent, do we never 
fear a Mifchief for the future? We think not fo 
weakly in any ocher Cafe. What makes Men 
plant, in their Eftates, the Trees, they know that 
they dial l never reap the Fruits of? What makes 
them build the Houles, that will laft lor many 
Generations after they are dead and gone, but the 
Care and Concern they have for their Polterity, 
that it may be well with their Children and with 
their Childrens Children after them? We fee Men 
guard, in all their Contrafts, as much again!! E- 
Vils to come, as thofe that ate prefent, or neat at 
hand. If a Man fliould undermine our Houle, 
we fliould not be content and eafte, altho the 
' Men of skill fliould affure us, it would laft and 
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ftand our time, with all fecurity ,* we fhould be 
fearful that it might not do fo ; or i fit fhould, 
we fhould be careful for our Children. 

Whoever lays the Foundation of our Mifery, 
does then begin to make us miferable, tho* we 
may not feel it for fome time after. So when 
we decline towards old Age, we often find our 
felves pain’d and difeas’d, with the Strains that 
- happened in Youth, and vigorous Exerciles which 
then were over-look 'd and quite neglected. No 
one can tell exactly when this Mifchief will break 
out, and what the Effects will be ,* but let them 
be as kind as they can, they will be very heavy 
to the Nation. When once the fufpicion of cal- 
ling in this Money flhall appear, there will una- 
voidably be a luddain (lop cf Trade, among 
Retailers, for lome time ; for no one will receive 
what he is lure to lofe by ,• and this, tho’ it be 
fliort, will yet be hard and’ grievous to mean 
People, and luch as live by the Day, who will not 
know how to find themfelves and Families with 
Necefiaries for fome fpace of time, till Money 
get into its old Current. 

This Mifchief may appear fhort and inconfi- 
derable ,• but be it fo, what is the Good that 
counter balances it ? What need is there of any 
Mifchief? Why fhould thefe Villains hazard the 

Diffrefs 
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Diftrefs and Mifery of poor and labouring Peo> 
pie, tho’ it were but fora Week ? The Common 
People then, will lee and feel the Injury and Mif- 
chief that is done by Clipping, which now they 
cannot underftand, or will not well conlider. 

They will find that the little Money they then 
have, will not go for more than jfs juft weight* 
and be convinc'd byHunger and Third:, that Clip- 
pers are as truly Thieves and Robbers, as thole 
they find upon the High- ways, or breaking up 
their Houles, and do as well deferve their Chains 
and Halters. 

And who can tell, whether every fingle Per- 
fon muft not bear his own Burthen, and ftand 
to the lofs of all that is wanting of due Weight, 
of all the Money he is Matter of? And if he 
muft, the Cry will be like that of Egypt, loud 
andTmiverfal, for every Family will be a lofer : 

But it will fall fevereft on the Poor, who from 

a little can fpare none. 

One of our Hiftorians [ W. Hemmgford, Anno 
1180.] tells us, That in H. th c Second’s time, the 
Money of the Kingdom was lo coirupt, that it 
was fain to be chang’d and call d in : It was in- 
deed neceffary, but it fell exceeding hard upon 
the Poor and Country-People. So it was alio in 
the time of Hen. III. upon calling in the old 

D and 
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and clip’d Money [M. Paris, Anno 1248.] by 
Proclamation, the People were more diltrefs’d 
than if Corn had been at half a Crown a Bufhel 
( which was then, I believe, equal to Twelve or 
Fourteen Shillings now ) for the new Money was 
not yet come to their great Towns ; and when it 
was, they receiv’d no more new, than their old 
came to by weight ; paying alfo, over and a- 
bove, Thirteen Pence in the Pound for Coinage ; 

• fo that betides the lofs of Time, and the great 
Charge they were at, to come to the feveral Places 
of Exchange, they were fent away with hardly 
Twenty Shillings,, for every Thirty , that they 

brought along; with them. Arctabatnr Pobuhcs 
V mt niciliocriier damni jicat its. The People were 
ftaaitned, and receiv’d no fmall dammage ; they 
lore, you fee, one Third. <*, The Poor iliii fullered 
mo ft, and fo it will always be ; for a I mall 
Werght is. heavy to. the Weak and faint ; and a 
little Lofs grievous to fuch as have but little. 

Neither Lajlly , is', the Evil far remov’d, altho" 
the Ptiblick bear the Lois, for every Man is Part 
and Parcel of the Publick. 

v And if the Mint receive the- little Money, in, 
and deliver out good and full, yet mull it needs 
be that thefe Particulars mull fill the Exchequer , in 
return for what they have receiv'd of new Money. 

That 
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That is, a general Tax mull: anfwer for the Rob- 
beries of thefe Villains ? the good and Inno- 
cent, the Careful and Induftrious People, mull 
contribute to the making up the Lois the Publick 
fuftains by the Injultice and Theft of Clippers. 

And how jfoon this will be, no one can tell, but 
by the hafte that is made to make it neceffary, it 
cannot well be far off. 

I have l'poken exceeding modeffly and mode- 
rately, when I fuppoled we were only cheated of 
ow Third ; I did it to make the Cafe plain, for 
every one fees, that near to half is taken away, 
which opens the Paffage to a Sufpicion, that Co- 
'Vetoufnefs as well as Luxury y is at the bottom, in 
the Crime of Clipping s and c h at forne People 
will grow Rich thereby, as well as others feed 
their Vices and Neceflities ; for it does not feem 
very probable that fo much Money fhould be 
fpent by thofe poor and mean Wretches, who 
are commonly diicovered to live by this unjuft 
and Wicked Practice: TheSumm is much too 
big for them ; and one cannot well account, how 
almoft all the old Silver that circles round the 
the Nation, fliould come into thefe Clippers 
Hands in the compafs of a few Years. 

But with this I have little to do. It is enoug 
anfwer my Defign and Pui pole, if I have 

D 2 ' fliewn 
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III. 



{hewn you with any clearnefs, the Mifchiefs of 
corrupting and debafing Money, the Coining 
bad Metal, and the clipping and dealing from 
good ; for then the way is open to the juftifica- 
tion of the Laws, that are made to punifh Luch 
Offenders ; which was the Third and lad: Parti- 
cular. 

Nothing can juftifie the fevcrity of Legal 
Punifhments, but their Neceflity . an d no thmg 
evidences this Neceffity, like the fight and know- 
ledge of thofe Evils and Mifchiefs the Lawsde- 
% n to prevent as well as punifh : And there- 
fore the laying open the Injuries and Mifchiefs 
, C1, PP Jn g and Coining is the readied: wav to 
clear the Reafon and [uftice of fuch Laws as 
doom to Death fuch Maltfa&ors. 

,7 his I have been already trying to do, and 
tho, there is no doubt, but the Men of Skill and 
j-xpeuence in Trade, and Money. matters can fee 
more Mifchiefs than I mention, riling from thefe 
ices, yet certainly tbeje mentioned are f uffici- 
ent to acquit cur Laws from being Cruel or tin. 

for what can Laws do lets, chan fecure the 
Honour of the Nation ( which is much concerned 
m the Goodnefs and Weight °f. its currant Coir ) 
with le.pedf to Foreigners, and juft and righteous 
erling witn one another at home; And if no- 

thin o’ 
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thing lefs than Death will ferve to thefe good 
Ends, than putting Men to Death for Clip- 
ping and Coining is neither Cruel nor Unjult. 
And tho’ more Pity ufually attends thefe Crimi- 
nals than others, yet the Laws have not there- 
fore lefs of Reafon and Equity, that condemn 
them ; nor is their Fault lels heinous in its lelf, 
or milchievous to others. But our Pity arifes 
from hence, That we fee Men going to luffer 
Death for a Crime, by which we know of none 
that are undone, or greatly injur d ; the Evil is 
unfix’d and undetermin’d, and we cannot put 
our felves into their Condition who are hurt by 
thefe Offenders, as we can and do in other Cafes,, 
which excites our Indignation. Thus when a 
Thief breaks in upon a Houfe and deals, we are 
immediately fenfible borh of the Fright and In- 
jury, which a particular Perfon feels, and the 
Concern we have for him and his Family, that 
may be undone by the Robbery, counter-ba- 
lances our Pity for the Criminal. Self- is more 
nearly touched, for this may be the Cale of eve- 
ry honeft Man, and therefore fear for our Selves- 
and Families, as in danger of being ruin d by the 
like Villainy, out-weighs our Pity to a Felon. 
But in the Cafe of falfe Coinage or Clipping, we 
think immediately only of a Damnuge to the 

Tmfury, 
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Tftafury, which we efteem above our Pity : Or 
we conceive a Dammage publick and general, 
which excites no pitiful Refencments in us, be- 
caufe we have our Eye on no particular Man as 
min’d or undone thereby. 

But the remembrance of what hath been 
above-faid, of the Mifchiefs that are truly done, 
both to the Publick, and to almoffc all Particu- 
lars, will change this ill-plac’d and miftaken Pi- 
ty, and transferr it to thole, that inffer Want and 
Miferyby thefeill Practices, altho’ we do not 
know them in particular ; for’tis impoflible that 
fo much Mifchief Should be done, but Tome or 
other mull fuffer by it. 

But to fhew you that our Laws are neither 
cruel nor unjuft in this Affair, it is Sufficient 
to fay, that they agree with the Laws of alrnoft: 
all Nations, which feldom do confpire in bloody 
and inhumane Executions. 

The. (Romans considered this Crime of Clip- 
ping and Coining, generally fpeaking as High- 
See at Treafon ; They made exadl enquiries after thefe 
themd. Offenders : They tortured Men to confefs their 
Acomplices: They allowed Rewards * and Pri_ 
vileges to fuch as would Impeach } if they were 
Slaves, they were fet at Liberty, and the . Ex- 
chequer paid their Ranfom to their Matters : If 

one 



2 ? 



A Sermon againji Clipping. 

one of thele Offenders elcaped out of Guftody, 
his Keeper, if privy to it, certainly died tor 
him : If the Matter or Owner of the Houfe or 

Place where fuch Offence was committee, uere 

confcioiis to the thing, alcho not ^ ^ Goods 

ploy’d himfelf, he forfeited h«s Houf ^oods 
Ld Eftate, and was himfelf Tranlpo. tec 1 , an 
if he knew nothing of the matter, yet 
feited his Houfe, unlefs he made him i e ^ 
difcovcry to the Magiftrate (to oblige • > 

luppofe to greater caution whom they tiurei 
in their Houles.) All Servants, Helpeis,. anc 
Attiftants, were alfo condemned to dye, as well 
as the principal Agent': And the Death they often 
underwent, was being burnt. And yet the Ro- 
mans were as fparing of Blood, and as merciful 
in their Executions as any Nation whatever. 

The Laws of the \Vi flgotbs punifbed chefe kind 
of Offenders, if they were- Slaves, with the l°f$Hifp a _ 

. or their Right-hand ; if they were Freemen, withnic. 
the.iofs of half their Ettates, and being made^O 
Slaves to whom the King pleas’d. _ ' 

The Laws of our own Country in King Abel- q 
flan's time, punifhed them (as above ) with the 
cutting off their Right hands, and fixing tnem 
over the place where they committed the Offence. 

In King Bthclrcd's days they were to undeiga the 
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Treble Ordeal ( i . c. to carry a Red-hot Iron of 
Three pound weight in their Hands fitch a deter- 
mined fpace of Ground) and if they mifcarried 
D. there, they were to die. In Henry I. time they 
were Condemned to lofe, lome their Hands, and 
fome their Eyes: And fome (in allufron to the 
Word) who were found to adulterate the Kings 
Coin, were fo punifh’d as if the Laws intended 
to prevent Adultery it felf: As appears in our 
£, Hiftories of thofe Times. Thefe Punifhmencs 
were after chang’d into the Modern Executions, 
and have fo continued ever fince, altho’ ’tis pro* 
bable that Punifhments of greater Tain and con- 
ftant Shame, fuch as they heretofore were, would 
fecure us better, than putting Men to a fliort and 
eafie Death. 

Thus much I think may fuffice to vindicate 
our Laws from the reproach of being Cruel or 
Unjuft; and (if Men will but well confider ) 
to wean them from that foft pernicious tcnder- 
nefs, that fometimes, certainly, reftrains the hand 
of Juftice, flackcns the care and vigilance of Ma- 
giftrates, keeps back theTlnder-Officers, corrupts 
the Juries, (for Paffions and Affe<5tions bribe as 
well as Gifts) and with-holds the Evidence, both 
from appearing and from fpeaking out, when 
they appear. Thefe are the ill effects of a weak 

and 
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and undue companion, (hewn efpecialiy to thefe . 
kind of Offenders, which help (us more than 
likely) to encreafe their number, and the Mi- 
fery of honed; People, and the retore, fhould be 
better thought upon by fuchas arefo concern’d. 

And now, if I have (hewn you (as I thought 
to do) That this Offence is fruitful ot Mitchiets ; 
that it diflionours the Kingdom, and does ap- 
parently damnific every particular Man, and 
will do more and more fo, and fall at laid with 
a mod deadly weight fomewhere or other, and, 
to be fure, with greater violence on the Poor 
and Mean, who are lead able to endure it ; if 
this be manifed, our Laws and Executions are 
not only clear’d from all their Imputations, but 
I have alfo found, out, for thefe Wretches, a iuf* 
ficient Ground and Bottom for (Repentance, 
which they, it feems, are generally ignorant of .* 
They can lee they have offended againd the Laws 
and Statutes of the Kingdom, and can acknow- 
ledge that their other Sins and Offences have be- 
tray’d them to thefe Practices, but they cannot 
fee the judice of thofe Laws, nor the wicked- 
nels of thefe Practices : They can be forry for 
their great Misfortune, but they know not how 
to repent of Clipping and Coining, as Sins a- 

o-aind God or their Neighbour ; and therefore 
& p how- 
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however guilty they may be in other refpedts, 
yet the fenfe of thefe Offences affedts them little 
or nothing. All this pretended Innocence de- 
pends (as I have (hewn) on this miftake, that 
No One is Injured hereby ; and they p relume that 
no one is Injur’d, becaule.they delign the Injury 
of no particular one, nor know of any that is 
Injur’d by it : The Evil that is done is unfix’d 
and undetermin’d, to Time, or Place, or Perlon, 
and therefore they conclude that none is truly 
done. If thefe were not their private conceits, 
why fhould not they conclude themfelves as 
guilty of Theft and Fraud, and of Injuftice, as 
much as any other Robbers, and confequently 
repent as throughly and fincerely of them ? But 
it will not follow, that becaufe a Man either 
forgets or knows not whom he has Injured, that 
he has therefore Injured none, nor needs to re- 
pent or make amends. For if a Man fhould, 
in the courfe of his Calling, fet afide the fear of 
God, and all regard to Honefty and Juftice, and 
make his advantage of Peoples Ignorance and 
Simplicity, their Eafinefs or want of Under- 
Handing, and Cheat them all he could, with- 
out intending to Cheat any one particular more 
than another., it will not follow that he has 
Cheated none, becaufe he intended to Cheat no 

parti- ' 
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particular ,• nor will it follow that he has Cheated 
no more than he remembers to have Cheated j 
nor will it follow that he is obliged to repent of 
no more Injuftice than he can call to mind done 
to Particulars j nor will it follow that he is not 
obliged to Reftitution and Amendment, becaufe 
he has Cheated more than he remembers. The 
Man knows very well that he ddighd his own 
advantage all the while, and had no confidera- 
tion of the means j and knows that a great deal 
of wrong muft needs be done, and that He did 
it; and knows that a great deal of Wrong calls 
for a great deal of Sorrow, and a great deal of 
Satisfaction. And this is certainly the Coiners 
and the Clippers Cafe, which requires as full and 
true Repentance as any other Robbery whatfo- 
ever, in as much as it is equal to any Theft of 
the fame Value, with refpeCt to private People, 
and with relpect to the Publick much above it. 

And what is faidof thefe as Principals, is alfo 
true in its proportion of all that are Acceifaries ; 
all that are any ways concern’d in this Affair, 
fuch as knowingly provide or make their proper 
Inftruments ; fuch as go up and down, whether 
in City or Country, to procure broad Money ; 
dutch as fell thefe People broad Money for great 
Gain, which cannot pofiibly be done without a 

E-i faoog 
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ftrong fufpicion of the Purchafer ,• and fuch as 
are employed to vend and put off thefe Pieces 
fo corrupted and debafed ,• and laftly, fuch as 
eafily receive and purchafe the Clippings and 
^ d of Sil\ etj at the Hands of juftly-to-be- 
fufpe<5ted Sellers. I know not how they can 
(any of them) acquit themfelves (not to the 
Laws and Statutes of the Kingdom only, but) 
to God above, and to their own Confciences 
who are in any fort Partakers with thefe Robbers* 
of the Publick. 

And upon this Account, a Dilcourfe of this 
Nature may be (I hope) in this Place, as jufti- 
nao.e, as any one clfe upon the Eighth Command- 

not onW nd 1 ci l r eIieVe 1 r P eak to Magift rates, 

. t ^ Cai . c,u of the Dignity and Honour of 

1 Laws > ^ut of the Welfare and Security of 

fore C ra?- C koneP: People, and who will there- 
j p e ^ bat Care they can, to bring toLiaht, 
thefe Offenders. And if there 

in ft ; ch Sermons . 
Parr F„fU. , h as c °nfider not how great a 

and ar, d righte- 

and how great "*Care^ the Do JP" 1 "*' ^ Religion ; 
foel c^kp |‘ U r e Do & r mes of the Go- 

to com. ’ W °r £ °f Mms SouIs in the World 
’ bllt of thc Go °d and Welfare of their 
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Bodies here. An honeft Man and a good Chri- 
ftian will never be two diftind things in a Chri- 
dian Kingdom ; for the chief Delign of our Re- 
ligion is to make us good and honeft Men in 
this World, and to propofe Rewards to fuch as 
will be fo, in the World to come. And there- 
fore, if I have convinced any one of the Fraud 
and Villany, the Injuftice and the Theft, of 
Coining and Clipping, and thereby (hall deter 
them from 'enuring on, or perfifting i n , thofe evil 
Practices, or {hall reclaim them from them, and 
occafion their Repentance and Amendment, I 
fball make no doubt of having ferved the In- 
rereft and Defign of Chriftianity , in a great many 
Particulars. And in this Hope I will end this 
Sermon , leaving it to the (Blejfmg of God Almighty , 
the Father , Son, and Holy Gbojt ; to whom he all 
Honour , and Glory , now and for ever. 
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L. XI. 9.TJ1. Cod. Tit. 21. Conftantinus ad Januarium. 

O Voniam nonnulll Monet aril adulter in a moncta , clandcfiinis fcclc- 
ribus cxcrcent, cun cl i cognofcant, iicccffitatcm fibi hi cum fore bu~ 
' jufmodi homines , inquirendi , ut invcfiigdti trad.tntur Judiciis , faFli 
confeios per tom wit a illico prodituri , ac fie d ignis fuppliciis addicendi . 
2. Accufatoribus etiam comm immunitatem permittimus 5 cv////; »;<?- 
quoniam difpar cenfus eft , No/w per fingulos fiatuetur . 

7/// hoc dctulcrint Civitatc Ppmand donamus , ut eorum domi- 
oii prechtm it Fifeo percipiimt. 3. S/ quis autem Milt turn bujufmo- 
di Perfonam fufeeptam , cufiodia ex ire fcccrit , Capite puniatur . 

A 4 * AppclUndi etiam privato liccntia denegetur , _/? 7/^0 Miles nut Pro - 
hujufmodi crimen incurrit , /;//>£>* qff/f nomine & gradit ad nos re - 
feratur . 5. Si dominion fundi vel domiis confcium cjfc probabitur , <&- 

port art cum in infulam oportebit , cundis cjus rebus protinus con fife andis : 
Si vero eo igiuiro crimen commiffum eft, poffcffionem nut do mum debet 
ami t ter c in qua id fcelus admiffum eft. Ador fundi , vel fervtis , vel 
Incold, vel Cohnus qui hoc miniftcrium pYxbuit aim eo qui fecit , fup~ 
pjicio capnali plecletur, nihilominus fun do, vel domo fifei viribus vin~ 
dicanda . 6, yj Oominus ante ignorans, ut prhniun rcpp C rit, 

fcelus prodidit perpetration, minim? pojfcfliovel Domus ipfius proferipti- 
°nis injurix fubjaccbit : Sed auci or cm ac minifir um pern a Capitalis 
c f c lP lct - Dat. 12. Kal. Decemb.Rom. Crifpo. 2. & Conftantino. 2. 
CC. Coff. [321.] 

L-I. Cod. Th. Tie. 22." Imp. Conftantinus, Leontio, P- P. 

. °™n es Solidi in quibus noflri vtiltus ac veneratio una eft, uno pre - 
tio ‘Cfhm.mdi funt atquc vendendi, quanquam diverfa fortnx tnenfura 
Jit : Nee enim qui major e habit u faciei extendi tur , major is eft pretii ; 
•q ant ^ Ul unguftiore expreffionc concltiditur minoris baberi credendtts eft , 
cum pondifs idem exiftat . Quod Ji quis u l iter fcccrit, ant capite puni- 
paiu€t> aut flamnijs tradi , nut alia poena mortifera . Quod Hie etiam 
nuat quaui menfuram Circuit exterioris adraferit , ut ponderis mi- 
vendendo fubprm : Vel figur at um folidum adultera hnitatione in 

[ 3 I 7 -] Dat. 7. Kal. Aug. Gallieano & Baflo CofT 



Si monetarily reus fuerit, amputetur « minus, (fi fonatur fuper 
moncue Fabricam. Si inculpatio fit, (fi fc purgarc velst cat ad Fo- 
rum calidum, (fi adlegiet manum ad Canfaram (candcns 
non falfum fecit. Si in Ordalio reus fliers f, fiat ei quod fupradittum 
ctl. I.co. Atbclftani R. Jo. Brompton. p. 843. 

Ft omnis Monctnrius qui nccufnbitur quod falfum feat pojrqium 
intcrdiclum fnit , adeat Triplex Ordalium, & ficulpabiks fit r oca - 
fatur. Leg. Etbelrcdi R. 1 1. 26. 27- 27. 28. 29. 3°- P- 8 9 8 - . 

Do correct ionc Pccnnix , ut unci moncta per totm fas M* 

arnni falfo teneatur , £? wewo refudiet cam. Et qui pofbancfilfibit ^ 
perdat unde fcccrit ; *ec argent o, autauro, ™ 
redimatur. Si Prxpofttus accufctur quod eps hccntia qms falj tins 
fcccrit purget fc triplici lada , quod ft purgatiomm fregent inde 
judicium balieat quod qui falfum compojiiit. Leg. Camiti R. 3°- 

P ‘ Qufciinque falfam Monetatn , fc feiente fcccrit, aut 

penderit , tanquam Malediflus, (fi . Pauperism Opprcffor , Ci ' 

Civitatis a Ftdclittm Confortio fcpnretur. Concil. Roman. A. U- o- 




nil qua / Lcicjfiyiiu/ic^ 5 w 'v * 

juvari valcrct . Simeon Dunelm. A. 1 1 08. ' , , 

Jo/;. Brompton ( p. 1000.) places ir in 4 !n«e 1103. ana la V s 
were to lofc both their Eyes 3 fo docs H. dc Kjijghton. 2377 - 

Chron. Saxon. An. 8115. 

Hocanno , >»»/?* (Hen. 1 ). ante Cbrifti Feftum , * Normannia 

/» Anglorum Terrain, (fi juJJit omnes 'Monetarios qui cr.vtf in Anglia 
privari membris • fcilicct qucmque dextra matin , (fi tefttcuhs ■ quo . - 

faElum eft quoniam qui babttit Libram non pottiit ullam rctfi mercait 
uno iftius denario, in quovis foro. Tunc Rogerus Mrisbu- 

rienfis mifit per foMw Angliam (fi juffit cos omnes tntcrcjje Wmto- U 

• niae rfd Cbrifti Feftum. Cum co pervenijfcnt, fcvocatifucruntfigilHtm, 

(fi prrecifa erat cuique dextra manus ac tefticuli. Totum 10 C Jft L . 
eft intra ditodccim fefti Natalium dies, (fi quidem jure p 1 > 

quippe damnum maximum intuliffent tots gensi tantam vim t 
vitiofi cocmendo. ‘ Matth. 






•Match. Paris. A. 124S. H. 3. 
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There i c Z ‘ os ? :ttlbnlls Uqueatos vento pr^fentari 

The deplnr uf had obferv’d fomc Years JJJ7\ C *'P d M one Yi 
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